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The Holy Eucharist  
The Fifth Sunday in Lent - Year A 

Women’s Celebration Sunday 
March 22, 2026@ 10:00 a.m. 

 
Welcome to St. Edward’s Episcopal Church.  Come as you are.  

St. Edward's affirms the dignity of every human being. God's abundant love is here for all. 
 

If you are visiting with us today, please fill out a Visitor Card and give it to one of our ushers, so we can 
send you more information about our church.  We are blessed that you are here, and we look forward to 
meeting you! 
 
This leaflet is your guide to the liturgy and is a resource for the material needed for this service. You will 
find three books in the pew rack in front of you - The 1979 Book of Common Prayer (red book), The Hymnal 
1982 (blue book), and LEVAS (Lift Every Voice and Sing II - black and red cover).  Hymn numbers preceded 
by ‘S’ are from the Service Music at the front of The Hymnal 1982. It is customary to stand during the singing 
of hymns and either stand, sit, or kneel for prayers.    
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PRELUDE    You Raise Me Up                                               
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
All items in bold are to be read aloud by the people. 

 
PROCESSIONAL        For all the faithful women                             (Tune:  Nyland) 
All stand, if able.  
1.        For all the faithful women who served in days of old, 

To you shall thanks be given, to all, their story told. 
They served with strength and gladness in tasks your wisdom gave. 
To you their lives bore witness, proclaimed your pow′r to save. 

 

2. O God, for saints and servants, those named and those unknown, 
In whom through all the ages your light of glory shone. 
We offer glad thanksgiving and fervent prayer we raise 
That, faithful in your service our lives may sing your praise. 
 

3. We honor faithful Mary, fair maiden, full of grace, 
She bore the Christ, our brother, who saved our human race. 
May we, with her, surrender ourselves to your command 
And lay upon your altar our gifts of heart and hand. 

 
OPENING ACCLAMATION  
Presider:  My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 
People:    My spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
 
CONFESSION You may kneel or remain standing.                           From Common Worship (Church of England) 
Deacon:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have sinned 
   in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
   we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
In your mercy, forgive what we have been, 
   help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; 
   that we may do justly, love mercy, 
   and walk humbly with you, our God.  Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION                                                                                 From Women’s Uncommon Prayers   
Presider: God love you and have mercy upon you; through the cross of Christ, pardon you and set 
you free.  God forgives you.  Forgive others.  Forgive yourself; in the name of the Source, the Word, 
and the Spirit. Amen.   
 

KYRIE                                      From Missa Pacem                                             (see music insert) 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
Presider:  The Lord be with you. 
People:    And with thy spirit. 
Presider:  Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we who have known the incarnation of your 
Son Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to the Virgin Mary, may by his cross and passion be 
brought to the glory of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

COLLECT FOR WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH  
Dear Lord, we ask your blessings for the beloved women in our lives and in our histories. Blessed 
are the generations of brave women who dared to hope, for it was women who were the last ones 
at the cross with Jesus, and it was women who first visited the tomb. Blessed are the generations 
of faithful women who dared to resist, for it was in the homes of women that Christianity first 
spread, back in the days when you still risked your life to follow in the way of Christ. Blessed are 
the martyrs, missionaries, and mystics. Blessed are the prophets, poets, and preachers. Blessed 
are the caregivers and nurturers and protectors. Blessed are the ancestors who forged a way in 
the wilderness, so that we wouldn’t have to fight the same battles and clear the same paths they 
once did. Blessed are the descendants that will come after us, who will carry on the work we have 
yet to begin. And Blessed are the descendants we may never meet, who will create the worlds we 
haven’t yet dared to imagine. Amen.          (The Rev. Victoria Wick) 

 

THE LESSONS 
The lessons chosen for today’s Celebration of Women are from the Feast of the Annunciation. 

 

THE FIRST LESSON     Please be seated.                                                                  ISAIAH 7:10-14 
A Lesson from the Book of Isaiah. 
The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. Then Isaiah said: 
“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear 
a son, and shall name him Immanuel.”  
Lector:   The word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 

CANTICLE 15: Magnificat .  The Refrain is sung by all.                                     Setting: Steve Pearson  
               Refrain                 
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My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
 for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
 the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.   Refrain  
 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
 in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
 and has lifted up the lowly.     Refrain  
 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
 and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
 to Abraham and his children for ever.    Refrain  
 

SECOND LESSON              HEBREWS 10:4-10 
A Lesson from book of Hebrews.                                                                                    (prerecorded) 
It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. Consequently, when Christ came 
into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared 
for me; in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.  Then I said, ‘See, God, I 
have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”  When he said 
above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings 
and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the law), then he added, "See, I have come to do 
your will." He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by God's will that we 
have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SEQUENCE   Please stand if able    Mothering God, you have me birth     
                       Words: Julian of Norwich, Tune: Maryton                          St. 3 will be sung after the Gospel 
 

1.  Mothering God, you gave me birth in the bright morning of this world. 
     Creator, source of every breath, you are my rain, my wind, my sun. 
 

2.  Mothering Christ, you took my form, offering me your food of light, 
     grain of new life, and grape of love, your very body for my peace. 
 

3. Mothering Spirit, nurturing one, in arms of patience hold me close, 
    so that in faith I root and grow until I flow’r, until I know. 
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THE GOSPEL READING                                                                                                               LUKE 1:26-38 
Deacon:  †The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People:    Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the 
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
Deacon:     The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:    Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON  Please be seated.                                             The Rev. Deacon Alyssa Sali  
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Please stand if able.                           From Women’s Uncommon Prayers   
Written by The Rev. Dr. Constance M. Baugh upon the 25th anniversary of the 

Ordination of Women into the Priesthood by the Episcopal Church.  
We believe in the God of Life, 
   who creates and loves people, who acts in harmony, 
   and who promises never to leave us alone. 
We believe in Jesus of Nazareth, who is our brother, 
   who wants not to be idolized but to be followed. 
We believe that we dwell in the presence of the Holy Spirit; 
   without her we are nothing; 
   filled with her we are able to become creative, lively, and free. 
We believe in the Church of Jesus Christ, 
   a community where we find companions and courage for the struggles of life, 
   where we grow in our understanding of the faith, 
         through worship, prayer, nurture, and service. 
We believe that God has a use for us in this time and place, 
   that though we walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
         we are called to be God’s instruments of peace. 
We believe in living, hoping, laughing, 
   and enjoying the good of the earth. 
We believe that people can change, 
   and God keeps pulling us to life 
   and to a new world of joy and peace. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                               Based on Women’s Uncommon Prayers 
 

Deacon:  In peace we pray to you, O God. We pray today with special intention for all people who 
struggle for survival, for visibility, for a voice, for equality and for quality of life in our church and 
in our world.  We pray especially for guidance for our church leaders.  May your whole Church 
listen for your voice and obey your words. 
 

Litanist: We pray for all people in countries and cultures impacted by unchecked global capitalism; 
for the world’s poor, destitute, and homeless, most of whom are women and children.  Let not the 
needy be forgotten, or the hope of the poor be taken away.  We pray especially for your wisdom for 
our government leaders.  In peace we pray to you; 
Hear us, O God. 
 

Reconciling God, we give you thanks for our own faith community and all those who have 
supported us.  We pray also for those who have stood in our way. In peace we pray to you; 
Hear us, O God.   
 

We give you thanks and praise, O God, for the spirit, wisdom, and insight of women throughout 
the ages and those gathered here today.  Grant that we may always be supported by this community 
of love and prayer (The Congregation may add more names). In peace we pray to you; 
Hear us, O God. 
 

We pray for God’s mercy on the members of our diocesan family currently held in immigration 
detention: Juan, Richard, Jose Manuel, Jose Garcia, Gustavo, and Gonzalo, and their families. We 
pray for their release and for the restoration of humane and ethical immigration enforcement.  In 
peace we pray to you; 
Hear us, O God. 
 

We give thanks for the birthdays this week of Dominic Hernandez, Olive Joachim, Serene Harris,  
Lakeisha Bui, Bob Wahl, Glenda Beardsworth, and Jan Larango (The Congregation may add more 
names) In peace we pray to you; 
Hear us, O God. 
 

Defend the orphans, O God; rescue the oppressed; show compassion to those who feel lonely or 
isolated, especially those women whose identity as women is questioned or denied because of their 
sexuality, gender journey, or unconventional life paths.  And let the heavens declare the rightness 
of your cause.  Bless all those to whom we are connected.  May we realize that in Christ all human 
distinctions cease to matter.  We pray for justice and peace.  We thank you especially today for the  
women we now name (The Congregation may add more names).  In peace we pray to you; 
Hear us, O God. 
 

Comfort and heal the sick and the sorrowful. May they know that you are their help and shield.  We 
pray especially for Kristina, Elizabeth, Derrick, Anthony, Noah, Thomas, Ginger & Gary, Marian 
& Jay, Dan, Donald, Nevonne, Robert, Adolphus, Kendra, Erielle, Kip, Julia & Rick, Ali, Hanna, 
Ben, Russell, Samuel, Olive, Julie, Cindy, Rosemary, Delores, Jasmine, Sarah, Jan, Joyce, Shandi, 
and Vinnie Lee (The congregation may add their own petitions).  Deliver them from all fear and help 
them to trust in your righteousness.  In peace we pray to you; 
Hear us, O God. 
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We pray for those whose lives are approaching death, and for those who have died (The congregation 
may add their own petitions).  That they and their loved ones may receive the comfort of the Holy 
Spirit.  In peace we pray to you; 
Hear us, O God.  
 

Presider: Merciful God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies 
look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help, for you are gracious, O lover of 
your creation, and to you we give glory, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE                           BCP 360 
A BLESSING FOR WOMEN 

The women of the church are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. 
 
 

 
The Woman Who Became The Sun’s Breath (from Native American Legends) 

 
Loving God, our holy Grandmother with eyes as ancient as the earth, take our faces gently 
into your strong wise hands and hold us in your gaze; that we may know you; that we may 
grow into your courage and imagination as workers of strength and mercy. May this be 
the power among us as we work to make women equal partners in creation. May this 
sacred power protect the vulnerable ones from ICE; may it sustain those sisters desperately 
looking for food and safety, in Gaza, in the Sudan, Congo and Haiti, in Ukraine and 
Russia, the Mideast, Latin-America, and in our home country. Tell us what you think we 
need to know, forming the words slowly so we can remember them and let them sink in… 
that we too may have eyes that are pools of mercy, mercy for our neighbor and for 
ourselves, mercy for your beautiful creation. Amen. 

Written by Gabriele Mayes inspired by Bishop Steven Charleston 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE                   BCP 376 
Presider:  God of love, as we offer these gifts, we are reminded that without love, all our actions fall 
short of their true purpose. May this offering serve to build up your kingdom with faith, hope, and 
love as its foundation. 
  

The Ushers will pass the collection plate for the ministry of the church. If you give online or via mail, please place the 
giving card into the plate to be blessed by the priest. 

 

COLLECTION HYMN                           For one great peace                       Parish Choir 
Words By Shirley Erena Murray 

1.  This thread I weave, this step I dance, this stone I carve, this ball I bounce, 
 this nail I drive, this pearl I string, this flag I wave, this note I sing: 
 

2.  this pot I shape, this fire I light, this fence I leap, this bone I knit, 
 this seed I nurse, this rift I mend, this child I raise, this earth I tend: 
 

3.  this check I write, this march I join, this faith I state, this truth I sign, 
 this one small part, in one small place, of one heart’s beat for one great Peace. 
 

OFFERTORY                                      Wade in the water                                  Dance Ministry 
 

PRESENTATION         Today we bring our thankful hearts                  (Tune: O waly, waly) 
Please stand if able. 
1.  Today we bring our thankful hearts, 
 For all a mothering love imparts: 
 For those who gave us life and breath, 
 For love that’s stronger far than death. 
 

2.  For kindness, patience, warmth and care, 
 For each embrace, each tear, each prayer,  
 Each word of peace, each healing touch, 
 These simple gifts which mean so much. 
 

3.  We look to you, our mothering Lord, 
 Who knows love’s cost, and love’s reward, 
 Your passion fiercer than the grave, 
 Love for the world you came to save.  
                                                                                                                

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING: An Alternative Great Thanksgiving (From New Zealand Prayer Book) 
Presider: The Lord is here.    
People:   God’s Spirit is with us. 
Presider: Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:   It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
 

Honour and worship are indeed your due, our Lord and our God, through Jesus Christ, for you 
created all things; by your will they were created, and for your glory they have their being. 
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In your loving purpose you chose us before the foundation of the world to be your people; you gave 
your promises to Abraham and Sarah and bestowed your favour on the Virgin Mary. 
 

Above all we give you thanks and praise for your grace in sending Jesus Christ, not for any merit of 
our own but when we had turned away from you.  We were bound in sin, but in your compassion 
you redeemed us, reconciling us to yourself with the precious blood of Christ.  In your Son you 
suffered with us and for us, offering us the healing riches of salvation and calling us to freedom and 
holiness. 
 

Though tempted in every way as we are, yet he did not sin; through him therefore we may triumph 
over sin and grow in grace. 
 

Therefore with people of every nation, tribe and language, with the whole Church on earth and in 
heaven, joyfully we give you thanks and sing: 
 

SANCTUS           From Missa Pacem                                                  (see music insert) 
 

All glory and honour to you, God of grace, for you gave your only Son Jesus Christ once for all on 
the cross to be the one perfect sacrifice for the sin of the world, that all who believe in him might 
have eternal life. The night before he died, he took bread, and when he had given you thanks, he 
broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this 
to remember me. 
 

After supper he took the cup, and when he had given you thanks, he gave it to them and said: Drink 
this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins; do this as often as you drink it, to remember me. 
 

Therefore, heavenly Father, in this sacrament of the suffering and death of your Son, we now 
celebrate the wonder of your grace and proclaim the mystery of our faith. 
 

Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come in glory. 
 

Redeemer God, rich in mercy, infinite in goodness, we were far off until you brought us near and 
our hands are empty until you fill them. As we eat this bread and drink this wine, through the 
power of your Holy Spirit feed us with your heavenly food, renew us in your service, unite us in 
Christ, and bring us to your everlasting kingdom. O the depths and riches of your wisdom, O God; 
how unsearchable are your judgments and untraceable your ways. 
 

From you, and through you, and for you are all things. 
To you be the glory for ever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER              From New Zealand Prayer Book, written by Jim Cotter 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom  
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sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE FRACTION ANTHEM                  From Missa Pacem                                         (see music insert) 
 

THE INVITATION 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Communion is served at the altar rails by intinction. 
 Please indicate to the minister if you take bread/host or gluten free host. 

 

MUSIC AT COMMUNION (from the following, as time permits) 
Communion Hymn 1     Way-maker 
Communion Hymn 2    The first one ever              BLUE HYMNAL 673 
 

SENDING FORTH THE EUCHARISTIC VISITOR 
Priest: We send you forth bearing these Holy Gifts, that those to whom they go may share 

with us in the mystery of the presence of Christ our Lord. 
People: We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup. Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER                                                       From Women’s Uncommon Prayers   
Please stand or kneel if able.    
You, gracious God, remembering your mercy, have helped your people in all generations, as you 
promised Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar; now stand with us, blessing those who have shared this 
feast of love, that we may go forth from this place, empowered to join with you in your ongoing 
creation, liberation, and blessing of the world.  All this we ask in the name of Jesus Christ.  Feed 
us daily, hold us fast, send us forth boldly, joyfully, and ever faithful in your Spirit.  Amen.  
 

NOTICES   Please be seated. 
 

BLESSING  Please stand if able.                                                            From Women’s Uncommon Prayers 
Presider:  May the Wisdom of God lead you in her marvelous way, be your shelter by day and a blaze 
of stars by night. May she stir your inmost being always to seek her, and may the Wisdom, Love, and 
Grace of God be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
Presider:    Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
                                                                                      

RECESSIONAL                      During Lent, the congregation departs in silence.               
   The bell choir accompanies their departure. 
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Shaman Medicine Woman, by David Lane 

 
God of our Mothers, whose almighty hand called forth matriarchs to lead, liberate and love 
your people. You inspired mothers and sisters,  daughters and aunts, to be your divine 
messengers throughout time.  Surround, we pray, the fierce, fearless and faithful women of 
our day with grace and courage to boldly contend with injustice and oppression. That, 
following the example of those who have gone before, they may cast the mighty from their 
seats and lift up the lowly and downtrodden. God of our Mothers, hear us! 

– Adapted from A Prayer for Matriarchs, 
The Right Reverend Deon Johnson, Bishop of Missouri 

 
 

I am the power and the Goodness of the Father, I am the Wisdom of the Mother, I am the 
Light and the Grace which is blessed love, I am the Trinity, I am the Unity, I am the 

supreme Goodness of all kind of things, I am the One who makes you love, I am the One 
who makes you desire, I am the never-ending fulfilment of all true desires.   

- Julian of Norwich   
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St. Edward’s Episcopal Church 
737 Moon Road 
P. O. Box 351 

Lawrenceville, GA.  30046 
Phone: 770-963-6128 

www.StEds.love 
 
 

Serving Today 
Presider  –The Rev. Father Fabio Sotelo 
Preacher - The Rev. Deacon Alyssa Sali 

Verger & Table --- Leslie Nystrom  
Altar Guild - Comfort Pratt, Christiana Jones 

Crucifer –Nicole Harrison 
Torches – Pat Bush & Veronica Aragon 

Lay Eucharist Ministers – Marck Morman & Denise Robinson 
                Visiting Lay Eucharistic Minister – Marilynn Emmons 
                        Healing Minister – Valerie Curry 

1st Lesson – Marvelle Martin 
Psalm - Choir 

2nd Lesson –Anisley Woodward (prerecorded) 
Intercessor – Nicole Harrison 

Ushers –Ralph Parks, Bob Wahl, Choco Harmon, Jennifer Khaleel 
Sound & Video –Mike Staub 

St. Edward’s Dance Ministry – Jeannette Best-Nunez, Bryleigh 
Pope, Sylvia Langley, and Salena Sandford Staub 

Piano & Organ – Carla Strott 
Flutes – Lee Ann Sipe 

St. Edward’s Parish Choir 
St. Edward’s Ringers 

VPOD – Rosalita Kennedy 
 

Parish Personnel 
The Rt. Rev. Robert C. Wright, Diocesan Bishop 

The Rev. Fabio Sotelo, Rector 
The Rev. Deacon Alyssa Sali - Deacon 
Leslie Nystrom , Parish Administrator 

Leslie Nystrom, Verger 
Carla Strott, Director of  Music & Worship Arts 

Gustavo Romero, Director del Coro 
Ted Ruchalski, Media Engineer & Technology Consultant 

William Paasewe, Treasurer 
Diane Van Slyke, Assistant Treasurer 
Magalie Nemorin-Nonez, Bookkeeper 

 

The Vestry of Saint Edward’s 
Geroge Herrin, Senior Warden  

Marck Morman & Alejandro Soto, Junior Wardens  
Ruth Mannah, Lorenzo Clarke, Kathy Yukishige,  

Charmaine Mitchell, Lee Ann Sipe, 
 Diane Littleton, Xochilt Ramos, Dr. Rosalita Kennedy.   
Emmanuel Mitchell., Youth Representative to the Vestry 

Mary Lu Rogers, Clerk of the Vestry. 

 
 

The front cover Artwork was created by Mikki Dillon. 
 
 

Easter Lilies 
 

 
 

Dedicate an Easter Lily to a loved one 
(in memory or thanksgiving) 

to decorate our altar on Easter Sunday. 
Forms are available in the Narthex; 

please attach your check. 
 

To Donate online or access our website  
please go to: 
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Osinachi Kalu Okoro Egbu © 2016 Integrity Music Europe; The first one 
ever, Linda Wilberber Egan © 1983, Church Publishing, Inc.; The Kyrie, 
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